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March 12, 2020 
 
Dear Parents, Guardians, School Faculty and School Staff, 
 
Every day we are presented with more evidence of the spread of coronavirus, along with news of 
school closures for different periods. While there are no cases reported in Herkimer County as of 
today, it is necessary for the District to prepare a response plan so that we are able to act quickly 
and effectively should the situation change. 
 
In addition to all the preventative and proactive measures we have taken to keep everyone as safe 
and healthy as possible in our schools, we also need to prepare for a situation when we potentially 
have to deliver instruction to students if we are directed to close our buildings. To get those plans in 
place, our teachers need time to design and prepare content that can be ready when needed. I 
reiterate, this is all being done proactively and is not an indication of an imminent threat. 
 
In order to give our teachers time to prepare - Monday, March 16, will now be a staff development 
day. Students will not be in school that day. I apologize if this is short notice, but these are hardly 
normal conditions. If needed, instruction will be delivered either through an online platform or by 
work packets depending on grade level and computer/internet access.  Further details will be 
provided to parents at a later time. 
 
Thank you all for your understanding. I realize that some of these measures might be disruptive, 
but we have to be proactive in protecting our students, families and the school community.  Your 
cooperation and support are appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Lynn K. Rhone 
Superintendent of Schools 


